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HUMAN BIOLOGICAL SCIENCE 2A2B
USE OF A MICROSCOPE
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THESE RULES MUST BE FOLLOWED EACH TIME THE MICROSCOPE IS USED.

CARE OF THE MICROSCOPE

1. Keep lenses clean. Don't touch the lenses!

2. Always move the stage up to its working distance while looking from the

.
Then focus. Failure to do so may result in damage to the 

  and


.

3. When focussing, always focus first on 

____ power.

4. When changing powers look at the microscope from the side.

5. Always carry a microscope by its


. Handle carefully ‑ it is a precision 

instrument. Avoid jolts and jarring.

6. Adjust the angle of the 


to give uniform lighting to the field of observation.

7. Use the ____________________ to regulate the amount of light.

 EXAMINING AN OBJECT UNDER LOW POWER (THE SMALLEST LENS)
1. Place the slide in the stage clamps with the object to be viewed above the centre of the



  lens
2. Raise the stage to within 1 cm of the

___ power objective.

3. While looking through the eyepiece, the ________________ focus first to adjust the slide and focus on the specimen as close as you can. 

4. Sharpen focus with the 

___ adjustment.

EXAMINING UNDER HIGH POWER
1. ALWAYS focus clearly on 

power first, and then you can move to _____________ power. You must always move up through the objective lens and check if it is focused. If you move straight from Low power to High Power, you may find it harder to find the specimen and focus it.  
2. Rotate the nosepiece so that the high power objective (the longest of all objective lens) is in position. Looking through the 


 very slowly adjust/sharpen ONLY using the                          adjustment screw until focus is achieved. You shouldn’t need the course focus. 
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