YEAR 9 TERM 2: CIVICS & CITIZENSHIP VOCABULARY
POLITICS

Advertising: Advertising that attempts to influence or comment on a matter that is the topic of political debate.
Citizenship: The state of being vested with rights, privileges, and duties of a citizen
Civics: The study of the rights and duties of citizenship
Compulsory voting: The system in which everyone over 18 must vote in elections. If they do not attend a polling place they will be subject to fines and community service
Constitution: a set of laws by which a state or country is governed
Culture: the ideas, customs, and social behaviour of a people or society
Democracy: a system of government in which the people have the power to determine how they will be ruled or managed and so elect a parliament to make and implement laws on their behalf
Egalitarianism: a belief that all people are equal and deserve equal rights and opportunities 
Election: the selection of person or persons for office by vote
Ethnocentrism: the idea that your own group or culture is better or more important than others
Exclusion: not being included
Formal vote: ballot papers marked according to the laws
Government: the elected members of parliament who make decisions for a nation or state. The government is made up of the part or coalition that has won a majority of seats in the lower house of parliament. The lower house of federal parliament is the House of Representatives. 
Heritage: something handed down from the past, as a tradition.
House of Representatives: the lower house of the Commonwealth parliament
Immigration: internal movement of people to a country where they are not natives or do not have citizenship
Independent representative: member of parliament that does not belong to a political party
Indigenous: produced, living, or existing naturally in a particular region or environment
Interest group: Work as advocates or lobbyists for a particular group. Ex: Farmers Federation, Australian Civil Liberties Union, Australian Food and Grocery Council
Legislation: a law made by parliament. Also referred to as an Act of Parliament or statute.
Media: Radio, TV, and Internet that influences the public opinion on political matters
Multiculturalism: the view that multiple cultures in society deserve equal respect, presence, and support.
Opinion polls: a survey given to the general public asking for their feelings of an issue. 
Parliament: the national or state law making body that is made up of elected representatives in both the upper and lower house with a head of state. In Australia the national parliament is referred to as the Commonwealth or federal parliament. 
Pluralist society:   A diverse society where there is tolerance of different beliefs
Political campaigns: an organised effort whose goal is to influence the decision making process within the government.  
Political party: Organisation that represents a particular group of people or set of ideas. It aims to have members elected to Parliament.
Preferential voting: a voting system in which the voter numbers their preferences for candidates. If no candidate receives more than half of first preference votes the next preferences of votes for the least successful candidates are distributed until candidate or candidates are elected.
Prejudice: judgement or opinions formed beforehand or without knowledge, thought, or reason.
Proportional representation: Voting system used in the senate. Each candidate must achieve a quota determined by adding one to the total number of vacancies to be filled and then dividing this number by the total of formal votes and adding one.
Public debate: Debating in a public forum about political issues. Usually to help voters decide on a candidate.
Reconciliation: Unity and respect between Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders and non-Indigenous Australians. Respect for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders heritage and valuing justice and equity for all Australians.
Referendum: the process for changing the wording of the Australian Constitution. This requires a proposal for change to be passed by both houses of Commonwealth parliament and a large proportion (i.e. double majority) of Australia voters.
Representative government: a system of government in which the people vote to elect the parliaments and governments that make and implement law.
Scrutineer: a person who observes the voting process rigorously to prevent corruption or genuine mistakes.
Secret ballot: the voter’s choice is made secretly without the persuasion or force of others
Senate: the upper house of the federal parliament of Australia has 76 senators, 12 from each of the 6 states and 2 each from the Northern Territory and the Australian Capital Territory.
Separation of powers: Australia divides the government into 3 branches: legislative, executive and judicial. This is done in order to prevent one branch from having more power than the rest. (i.e. prevent a dictator)
Stereotype: an image or idea of a particular type of person or thing that is oversimplified and a large amount of the population believes. (i.e. woman as carers)
Suffrage: the right to vote in political elections
Tradition: established thought, action or behaviour. (i.e. religious or social tradition)
Universal suffrage: the right of almost all adults to vote in political elections
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