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The sex chromosomes also are responsible for the
transmission of several nonsexual traits. Genes for these
traits appear on the X chromosomes, but are absent from Y
chromosomes. When drawing a punnet square the letter of
the trait is attached only to the X chromosome. The Y
chromosome does not carry anything.

As there is no allelic counterpart for males with sex-linked
traits, the term hemizygous is used instead of homol/hetero.

X-linked traits are found more in males than in females,
since the males only have one X chromosome. In females,
they can be carriers since they carry 2X chromosomes.
Females will have the trait only when they carry the
defective gene on both of their X chromosomes.

An example of a X-linked recessive trait is haemophilia.
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Normal human karyotype (arrangement of chromosomes
from a cell based on their size, shape and position of their
centromere.
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Question: What are chromosomes other than sex chromosomes called?

12





