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DENSITY

Generally, abundance is expressed as number per square or cubic metre, or per square
kilometre etc., that is, as a unit of density. The use of population density gives us an
idea of whether the population is large or small.

QUESTIONS

1 If you have estimated that there are 5000 weeds in a lawn of 100 square metres,
what is the density per square metre?

What is the density of students in your classroom?

If you counted 5 daisies in a square metre area, how many would you find in an
area of 10 metres by 10 metres that seemed to be evenly covered in daisies?

If you counted 18 daisies in four separate square-metre areas on the school oval,
what is your estimate of the density in number per square metre?

If there are 20 tadpoles in 5 cubic metres of pond water, what is the density per
cubic metre?

If you count 1000 single-cell Paramecium in a cubic centimetre of pond water, how
‘many would there be in a cubic metre?

‘What is the density per square metre of organism @ and organism [ in the
following plot?
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